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Class teachers

Mrs Gunn (Every day, except Thursday afternoon)
Mrs Ray (Art- Thursday afternoon)

Teaching Assistants

Mrs. Nyman (Every day, except Monday)
Ms Hilsdon (All day Monday and Thursday afternoon)
Mrs Grimes (Thursday afternoon) 
Additional teaching staff

Mrs Strachan (Music- Wednesday)
Mrs Hallam (French- Wednesday afternoon)
 Mr Wadey (Games session on Tuesday afternoon)
Dear Parent(s),

Welcome to the new term.

This booklet is to inform you of what your child will be doing in the Kingfisher Class and suggests ways in which you may help your child throughout the year.

Daily/ weekly requirements

· Book bag –By looking at the reading record on a daily basis this enables us to monitor progress.
· P.E kit (to be left at school). Please provide your child with a T-shirt, sweat pants, sweatshirt (any will do) and trainers for games lessons. Plimsols will also be required.

· Swimming kit

  N.B. Earrings must be removed for P.E/games and swimming lessons. This is a   

  County Health and Safety directive and must be adhered to. Children who wear 

  earrings must be able to remove and replace them without teacher assistance.

· Water bottles (optional) – to be placed in appropriate box.

· Library books – to be returned each week.

*      *      *

Reading

At school All children progress through a colour coded reading scheme. With reference to this, the children are placed in ability groups for group and guided reading sessions where the text is carefully selected to match the reading level of each group. These group reading sessions enable the children to:-

· predict what the book is about by looking at the illustration on the front cover/ title.

· begin to get an idea of the story be reading the ‘blurb’.

· read aloud to an audience.

· follow a text read by others.

· be made aware of punctuation.

· read with expression.

· share thoughts and ideas about a book.

· discuss the style of a book.

· make character studies.

· develop an understanding of the text.

· predict what will happen next and consider a variety of endings to the story.

· make judgments about the author i.e. would they like to read more books written about him/her?

Children from both the Kingfisher Class and Owls Class join together for a group reading session once a week. Members of staff and voluntary helpers are encouraged to make notes in a book during these reading sessions, which help to inform the teacher on how the children are achieving. 
In addition to this, guided reading sessions are organized within each class during which the teachers are able to personally monitor their progress. 
A group reading stamp in the home/school book will indicate if your child has been heard to read during one of these sessions. 

At home. 
We would appreciate it if you could try to listen to your child read every day and record the page your child has read up to in their home/school book. By setting aside 15 – 20 minutes to read a few pages and having the opportunity to discuss the characters and plot, as well as encourage fluency and expression, would help your child to become more confident and develop an enjoyment for books. The children are also allowed to read their own books, if the so wish, as long as this is also indicated in the home/school book.

This enjoyment of books is expanded upon when the children move onto the ‘Passport to Reading’ scheme. This is a reward scheme for completing reading and book related tasks and has been set up to encourage the children to read as widely as possible. Again we appreciate all your help and encouragement to enable your child to achieve.

Changing books. 
We expect all children to become more independent as they progress throughout the school, we therefore encourage them to change their own reading books on arrival to school and then place their book bags in the appropriate year box. This enables the book bags to be checked and any comments noted. As we regularly assess their progress, we will then move your child onto the next reading level when we consider it appropriate to do so. 

Library books. This is your child’s opportunity to enjoy a non-fiction book which is of interest to them. The content may not necessarily correspond to their reading ability, but please take time to read and answer any questions they may have in relation to the topic chosen.

*      *      *

The Curriculum. An outline of the topics covered this half-term is enclosed. Further information regarding the topics to be taught in the Spring and Summer Terms will be sent out at the beginning of each half-term. Science, Music, French and P.H.S.E will be taught to single year groups.

Homework

Numeracy
The children are given the opportunity to borrow a maths game. This may not correspond to the objective being taught at the time, but is intended to be a shared experience and an opportunity to make maths fun at home. In addition to this, they will receive a challenge sheet on a Monday which should be returned to school the following Monday. Work will be kept in their own individual homework folder which they will be responsible for. The children will have their work marked and feedback will be given. 

Literacy
The children are taught grammar, fiction and non-fiction within the class and will occasionally be given work to do at home.
The spellings scheme we are following this year is ‘Spellings Made Easy’ by Violet Brand. The word family lists form the backbone of this spelling programme and have been developed with other materials, including dictation. Spellings will be differentiated and a list for your child will come home weekly using the word family list for that week, for which there will be a spelling test the following week. In addition to this, children will also have the opportunity to research some words from the word families themselves.

Apart from Numeracy and Literacy, the children may be given work in connection with other areas of the Curriculum, particularly History/ Geography. However, we are very aware that it is not always easy to fit in homework alongside other activities and that some children are very tired at the end of the school day. We consider reading and spelling to be a priority and welcome your support in these areas.
With regards to any other homework sent home, we hope that by seeing the tasks set you receive an insight into what is being covered at school. 

Unless a piece of work has a specific date to be returned we are happy for your child to work through tasks at their own pace. All returned homework should be placed in the designated tray and we welcome any comments regarding the set task.

*      *      *

How Year 3’s are valued

We greatly value all the Year 3 children and apart from making many provisions within the Curriculum for these Key Stage 2 pupils, we aim to develop their independence by giving them the opportunity to take on many responsibilities, such as shed monitors at playtime and reading the menu at lunch-time. A variety of after-school clubs are also provided with the Year 3’s in mind. In addition to this, their maturity is acknowledged within a variety of church services and school productions, not to mention the Maypole dancing at the Abinger Fair! Finally, both children and staff enjoy an overnight trip away.

*      *      *

If you have any queries about any of the above information and/or your child has any worries or concerns, please do not hesitate to come in after school to discuss any issues

We all wish you and your child a happy and successful year.

Thank you for your co-operation,

Yours sincerely,

Mrs J. Gunn.                                
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