[image: image1.jpg]



Year 4: Badgers
Autumn 1
       Welcome back! I hope you had an enjoyable and relaxing summer. This term the learning theme is ‘Power Crazy’ and will be supported and inspired by a visit to Brooklands Museum. The majority of learning that the children undertake will be linked to this learning theme.
Literacy
In the first half of this half term we will identifying the features of and writing recounts. This will be linked to the visit to Brooklands. The children will work on organising their writing into chronological order with the use of time connectives and developing the use of past tense.  In the second part of this half term our work will be based around the story ‘The Iron Man’. The children will be analysing the text and will be writing their own narratives in response to the text. Children will also participate regularly in a reading workshop which involves a variety of activities including guided reading and non-fiction theme books.  We will be developing our spelling through weekly word work sessions and the children will be given spellings on a Friday which will be tested the following Wednesday. 
Maths
This half term a variety of mathematical topics will be covered. We will start by securing the children’s knowledge of place value and number order including decimals. We will move onto applying this in a unit on addition and subtraction. This will be followed with a unit developing the children’s understanding of multiplication and division. The children will be given lots of opportunities to apply the learnt skills to word problems and problem solving. Every Friday the children will be taking part in a times table challenge to help improve their recall of times table facts.
Science

This half term the children will be developing their knowledge and understanding of friction and forces. The children will apply their knowledge to a variety of practical investigative problems including work undertaken at Brooklands Museum.

ICT

During the half term every child will be given the opportunities to apply ICT skills across the curriculum. We will be developing our research skills and the children will use the internet and CD-ROM to research their own questions about Power. 
History
Linked to our trip to Brooklands and our learning theme of ‘Power’ we will be studying the history of transport.

Art
The children will be developing their printing skills this half term including participating in a printing workshop with an expert. Linked to our Literacy work on the Iron Man and our forces work the children will develop their joining and designing skills using wood and cardboard.
Music

Mrs Strachan will take the children for weekly music lessons. The children will learn to sing and play pentatonic songs from traditional and folk songs.  They will also compose and perform simple melodies and songs

French
Mrs Hallam will be taking the children for weekly French lessons. She will be developing their speaking and listening skills and awareness of the French language.
PSHE
The children will be developing their understanding of democracy, local council and government.

PE

This half term the children will swim on Friday mornings. If your child is not able to participate in a swimming session it is important that they bring a letter to school explaining the reason for this. 
For outdoor/indoor PE: This half term the children will be developing their throwing and aiming skills through net, court and wall games.
Please ensure your child has their full named P.E. kit in school so that they can participate fully and safely in this lesson.
Helping At Home
Every other week the children will be given a creative/research based homework on the theme and the work covered that week. The children will be given a subject on which they should develop a piece of homework. This may be a model, piece of writing, research, picture etc. On the other week a maths homework will be given. Homework will be given out on a Thursday and is due in the following Tuesday.
Guidance will be given with the homework as to what skills to encourage your child to think about when they are completing their homework.

Please remember although your child is now in Year 4 it is still very important to read regularly with your child and to help them to learn their spellings and times tables.
Dates For Your Diary
Monday 12th September: Trip to Brooklands

Tuesday 13th September: Year 4 Welcome Meeting 3:00pm
Monday 17th and Tuesday 18th October: Parents Evening

24th-28th October: Half term
If you have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to contact me to discuss these. 
Thank you for all your support.
Mrs Howard 









