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Class Teacher: Mrs Kong

Higher Level Teaching Assistant: Mrs Brown
Learning Support Assistants: Mrs Baker, Mrs Barker
Teaching Assistant: Mrs Grimes

Additional Teaching staff;

Mrs Strachan (Music)

Mrs Hallam (French)
Dear Parent(s),

As the children settle into Owls Class, we thought it might be helpful for you to have an idea of some or our class routines, and to suggest ways in which you may help your child throughout the year.

Daily/weekly requirements

· Book bag – children are encouraged to choose a new book when required independently.  

· P.E. kit (to be left at school) - P.E. will take place twice a week (Monday and Friday).  Please provide your child with a full kit including shorts, T Shirt, black plimsolls and tracksuit bottoms for the colder weather.  Trainers are also useful for outside games. 

· Swimming - Swimming takes place on a Thursday morning at Cranleigh Swimming Centre. Please ensure they have a costume,  a towel, a swimming hat (preferred but not compulsory) and goggles if needed.

N.B.  Earrings must be removed for all swimming and P.E. lessons.  This is a County Health and Safety directive and must be adhered to.  Children with earrings must be able to remove and replace them on their own.

· Water bottles – to be clearly labelled and placed in the appropriate place in the classroom.

· Library books – Our Library time is on Friday afternoon.  Children may borrow a book for 1 week.  See details below

Reading

Reading is an integral part of the work the children do in all areas of the curriculum.  Children enter Owls class with varied reading abilities and we continually assess their needs and monitor their progression. Alongside a more formal reading assessment we like to hear children read individually and in small groups which are decided by ability. Your child will have a Reading Record book that should stay in the Book Bag. Please write in this if there are any messages to do with reading from home. They are a useful tool for a two way communication.

Group and Guided Reading

Group and guided reading sessions enable the children to:

· Read aloud to an audience of children of similar reading ability supervised by a trained adult.

· Follow text read by others.
· Use and improve phonic knowledge to attempt unknown words.

· Improve sight reading of high frequency words.
· Develop confidence by evaluating the book within a small group.

· Share thoughts and ideas about the book.
· Make character studies.

· Develop prediction skills by discussing the book cover and illustrations.
· Consider a variety of possible endings to the story.

· Make judgements about the author e.g. would they like to read more books written by him/her? Why/why not?

· Read with expression to convey the meaning of the text.

We welcome any volunteers to help with group reading and guidelines are available for leading a group.  

Individual and Home Reading

Reading on an individual basis, in addition to Guided Reading, is important for your child’s progress and children will be heard at  designated times in this way. We would like to stress the value of hearing your child read each night and this time is vital  in supporting their learning and  progression . By setting aside 15 to 20 minutes every day, you will help your child to become more confident and develop their enjoyment for books.  Take time to discuss characters and plot as well as encouraging fluency and expression as they become more confident readers.  The Reading Records have comprehensive guidelines on how to help your child read.  Please take a few moments to read these on the inside cover.

Remember it is not always possible to hear your child read a whole book each night.  It is also very acceptable to read your own books as part of their homework as long as you indicate this in their Reading Record book.

This enjoyment of books is expanded upon when the children move onto the ‘Passport to Reading’ scheme when they have reached a higher level of reading. This is a reward scheme for completing reading and book related tasks and has been set up to encourage the children to read as widely as possible. Again we appreciate all your help and encouragement to enable your child to achieve.

Changing Books

The Home Reading books are colour coded to the same criteria as the Group Reading books. For Year 1s at the beginning of the Autumn Term, the changing of these books is overseen in the following way: 
· When a child has finished a book at home, the Teacher or Teaching Assistant will at first help the child to choose another from the same box.  After a short time, the child will have the confidence to go to the box independently to choose a new book.

· The teaching assistant will make a note of the new book and will ensure any comments or messages are brought to the attention of the class teacher.

· Moving to a new level/box is at the discretion of the teacher who will carry out an assessment test before moving a child onto the next box. 

Library Books

Each week the children will choose a fiction or non-fiction book from the library to share with you. Sometimes they may choose a book on a topic they are interested in but the content may be for a higher reading age than theirs.  Please help them use the book to find the answer to relevant questions they may have on that topic and read it to them if necessary.  Library day is Friday so please ensure the library book is returned so that a new one can be chosen.

Homework

We realise that many children are tired at the end of the day and we believe it is important to strike a good balance between school homework tasks, extracurricular activities and relaxing at home. However, we do recognise the value of parental support and the significant role it plays in children’s progress. So please do help and support your child with reading, maths homework and their weekly spellings.

Literacy.

The children are encouraged to read each night with an adult and they are encouraged to change their books independently.

The spellings scheme we are following this year is ‘Spellings made Easy’ by Violet Brand. Each week there is a ‘word family list’ which is the backbone of the Spelling made easy programme. These lists have been developed with other materials including dictation which will be taught to the children and given every other week to incorporate the spellings from that week.

 Spellings will be differentiated and a list for your child will come home weekly using the word family list for that week also allowing the children to research some words of their own from that word family. These will be given out on a Friday and tested the following week.

Numeracy-

 The Year 2 children are given the opportunity to borrow a math’s game. This may not correspond to the topic being taught at the time, but is intended to be a shared experience and an opportunity to make math’s fun at home.

 In addition the children will have a challenge sheet each week which will be given out on a Monday to be returned by the following Monday. Work will be kept in their own individual homework folder which they will be responsible for. The children will have their work marked and feedback will be given.
Handwriting

The school uses a handwriting style that starts all lower case letters from the same point on the base of the line e.g. 

The flick on the end of the letter is extended to join it onto the next letter.  The children are taught the lead in and tail for each letter before being encouraged to join them.

Many Year 2 Owls will be well on their way to using the joining style adopted by the school.  They will experience handwriting practice as appropriate to their needs.  Year 1 and Year 2 children will have regular handwriting sessions.

The Curriculum

Science, Music, French and PSHE will be taught in single year groups. Outlines of the topics covered are given to parents at the beginning of each half term. 

Achievement awards

There are several positive reward systems used in Owls Class including a class ‘marble jar’ and House Points, as well as ‘Star Owl’. A celebration assembly takes place each Friday where stickers award achievement, effort, good behaviour and helpfulness,  

Please remind your child that we are always looking out for ways to praise them, whether it is academic achievement or good behaviour.

Please do not hesitate to make an appointment to come and see me, preferably after school hours, if you have any queries. There will also be opportunities to come into the classroom with your child at given times to share in and celebrate what they have been doing in class.

We look forward to a happy and successful year with you and your child.

