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Year 4: Badgers
Autumn 2
       Welcome back! I hope you had an enjoyable half term. The children thoroughly enjoyed our work last half term based on our visit to Brooklands museum and the Iron Man. This half term we will continue to undertake work linked to our learning theme of ‘Power’. The focus will be more on electrical power, alternative power sources and the power of nature. Closer to Christmas we will be working towards our Christmas evening Soiree.
Literacy
In the first half of this half term we will be identifying the features poems related to the ‘Power of Nature’. The children will be learning about similes and metaphors and writing their own poetry which they will publish in their own class poetry book. We will be writing information texts to create our own class information book related to alternative power sources. In the second part of this half term our work will be based around graphic novels. We will be reading a range of comics and graphic novels linked to the powers of Super Heroes and will be undertaking a variety of writing linked to this. Children will also participate regularly in a reading workshop which involves a variety of activities including guided reading and non-fiction theme books.  We will be developing our spelling through weekly word work sessions and the children will be given spellings on a Friday which will be tested the following Wednesday. 
Maths
At the start of the half term the children will be applying their number bond knowledge to more complex problems. We will then be moving onto learning about fractions and finishing off with data handling. The children will be given lots of opportunities to apply the learnt skills to word problems and problem solving. Every Friday the children will be taking part in a times table challenge to help improve their recall of times table facts.
Science

This half term the children will be developing their knowledge of electricity, circuits and conductors. The children will apply their knowledge to a variety of practical investigative problems. 

ICT

During the half term every child will be given the opportunities to apply ICT skills across the curriculum. We will be developing our research skills and the children will use the internet and CD-ROM to research their own questions about Power. We will also be developing the children’s understanding of e-safety. There will be an e-safety meeting in the next few weeks for parents. A letter will follow shortly.
Geography
This half term the children will be looking at fossil fuels and alternative sources of power. The children will be considering the environmental impact of alternative power sources and will understanding different viewpoints and forming their own opinions. 

Art
The children will be developing their observation skills this half term. The children will be drawing a variety of still life images in different mediums from a range of viewpoints

Music

Mrs Strachan will take the children for weekly music lessons. The children will learn to sing and play pentatonic songs from traditional and folk songs.  They will also compose and perform simple melodies and songs. The children will also be working on a variety of individual and group performances for the Christmas soiree. 
French
Mrs Hallam will be taking the children for weekly French lessons. She will be developing their speaking and listening skills and awareness of the French language.
PSHE
The children will be identifying different ways to save power at home and at school and considering the importance of this. The children will also participate in a series of sessions on electrical safety.

RE
Mrs Hallam will take the children for their lessons in RE. This half term the children will focus on the Christmas journey.
PE

For outdoor PE: This half term the children will be developing their understanding of invasion games and problem solving. The children will be working together in a variety of groups to develop their own invasion games.
For indoor PE: This half term the children will be developing their gymnastics skills of balancing using a variety of gym equipment. The balances will be incorporated into sequences.

Please ensure your child has their full named P.E. kit in school so that they can participate fully and safely in this lesson.
Helping At Home
Every other week the children will be given a creative/research based homework on the theme and the work covered that week. The children will be given a subject on which they should develop a piece of homework. This may be a model, piece of writing, research, picture etc. On the other week a maths homework will be given. Homework will be given out on a Thursday and is due in the following Tuesday.
Guidance will be given with the homework as to what skills to encourage your child to think about when they are completing their homework.

Please remember although your child is now in Year 4 it is still very important to read regularly with your child and to help them to learn their spellings and times tables.
Dates For Your Diary
Wednesday 14th December 7:30 pm: Year 4 and 5 Christmas Soiree
Monday 19th December: Christmas lunch

Tuesday 20th December: Last day of term

If you have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to contact me to discuss these. 
Thank you for all your support.
Mrs Howard 









