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JANUARY 2012
Spring Term 
Newsletter 4/12
Dear Parents,

A Happy New Year to you all and I do hope you had an enjoyable Christmas.  
Thank you very much for all those who helped at all the various functions at the end of term – the Fair, Christmas dinner and Plays were all very successful and well supported.  
Mrs Barker has now virtually completed work in stocking and inputting the data for the Westcott library and it will be up and running for children to borrow books very shortly.
I am sorry this letter is a little later than usual, but we had our Diocesan Inspection (SIAS) on Tuesday and Wednesday.  All Church schools have one of these after an OFSTED as a matter of course.  The Inspector really enjoyed his visit and was very grateful to have the chance to speak to a few of you – he asked me to pass on his thanks.  It is too early to report on the overall findings as we will not get the finalized report for a few weeks, but it was a positive experience for all concerned.

Welcome
We welcome Mrs Britt to Bumblebee Class on a Friday, to cover for Mrs Jordan’s move to the Abinger site.  Both teachers are very positive about their new roles.

We were very sad to say ‘Happy Retirement’ to Mrs Bergman at the end of term, but are delighted that Mrs Harris has increased her hours to cover this role.
Newsletters, Friday Updates and Hotline
Communication is very important and we are constantly looking at how we can improve this.  If you elected to receive your Newsletters and Friday Updates by email and do not receive them, please do let us know.  We do issue paper copies of the Friday update and the Newsletter to families who have not chosen to receive them electronically.  The update does contain a lot of useful advice that gives more information about the events outlined in the half-termly newsletters. I do also upload them onto the website (www.surreyhillsprimaryschool.org.uk) under ‘Newsletters’.

The Hotline (Tel. no: 08447 70 75 76.   I.D. no: 65638) will continue to be updated daily and is a quick way of checking up on what is happening from day to day.
We are also now able to text messages and will use this facility if the school has to be closed for any reason or children are delayed on trips for any reason.
P.E Kits

Please ensure you send in your child’s kit as soon as possible; we only have a limited amount of spare clothes for them to borrow on the Abinger site but we do not have any spare clothes on the Westcott site.  
Dropping off at Westcott site
May I remind you that school starts at 9.15am (Westcott) and so that the children are ready for assembly, we do expect them to be in their classroom by 9.10am.  The doors to Bumblebee and Butterfly Classes will be shut then, so please do take your child to the Office if you are after this time and Mrs Vana or Miss Broadhead will ensure they get to their classroom.  Start time for Abinger remains at 8.55 a.m.
Picking up after Clubs

Occasionally a parent may be running a few minutes late in picking up after a club.  Other parents have been very kind in offering to take the child for them, but we do not allow children to go with anyone other than their own parent unless we have been informed otherwise.  I will remind external Club organizers of this, but if you see an unaccompanied child, please do make sure someone in the Office is aware there is a child waiting and we will ensure they are safe until the parent arrives.

Illness

At the end of last term, many children suffered with illness.  Unfortunately there still seems to be flu and heavy colds around.  Obviously we don’t encourage children to miss school, but it is important that children have fully recovered before returning to school so they are not susceptible to new germs or not spreading the infections to the Staff or other children.  Children who suffer from sickness or diarrhoea must not return to school for at least 48 hours after their last attack.
Headlice 

We have been informed again by a few parents that their child has head lice.  Unfortunately this is a frequent problem and we would ask parents to ensure they check their children at least weekly for head lice.

Please look through your child’s hair very carefully when you wash it even if he/she does not appear to be scratching.  Look specifically for white empty eggs on the hair shaft, close to the scalp around the nape of the neck and behind the ears.  Even if your child is not infected, weekly combing with a fine metal comb, available from chemists will help to keep them “nit-free”.

It would also be appreciated if any child with long hair could wear it tied back for school to minimise the risk of spreading.  Thank you for your co-operation.

Paper please
Children do use a lot of paper in school – they love drawing and making things in spare moments, which doesn’t always need the very best quality paper.  If any of you have paper that could be used for such purposes, please let me know, we would be very grateful for supplies on both sites.
Clubs

Many clubs have started already.  Kids@Sport (Tuesday and Wednesday) are both full.  
Xsport Coaching and Zumba Club started this week (9th January), at the Westcott Site and Drama Club (Monday) at the Abinger site.

Year 4 and 5 Running Club (‘til 4.15pm) will start again on Thursday 19th January. 

Choir will continue on Tuesdays.  Please note that it is hoped all Choir members can attend The Leith Hill Musical Festival on Saturday 17th March at The Dorking Halls.  Anyone unable to attend should inform Mrs Sharman as soon as possible.

Netball Club and Gardening Club will start again after Half Term.

I will now go on to elaborate on the few planned events for the first half of term.
Wednesday 25th January

Indoor Athletics at the Ashcombe for Yr 5
More details will follow this Newsletter for the children concerned.

Monday 30th January


Dorking Schools In- Service Training Day
I am sorry to be closing for a day already, but this training day has been planned for a long time.  The planned day will be an inspiring day for all teachers and class based TAs and I am confident your children will greatly benefit from the ideas generated from the training.

Forewarning of some dates for your diary for after Half Term.
Thursday 23rd February

 Gymnastics at the Ashcombe for Year 3

More details will follow this Newsletter for the children concerned.
Wednesday 29th February

Yehudi Menuhin School Visit for Yr 2 children

Details will follow, but we are delighted that the Yehudi Menuhin have once again invited our Yr 2 children and the Yr 2 children from St Michaels School, Mickleham to spend a morning performing and being performed to, in the wonderful concert hall at the school.
Tuesday 6th March 


Maths Workshop Evening for parents
Mrs Howard will be presenting a Maths Workshop for parents based on the school’s policy for the teaching of calculations (addition, subtraction, multiplication and division).  We do expect this to be well attended and therefore we will need you to book a place, on a first come, first served basis.  Numbers will be limited to 30 but we will hold a further evening if necessary.  This is open to all parents from both sites and will be held in Year 5 classroom (Squirrels) on the Westcott site from 7.30pm.  Please complete the attached form if you would like a place and return the form to either School Office.  You will be informed if you have been allocated a space.

Thank you for your continued support in all the activities the school undertakes.

Yours sincerely,

Mrs. H. G. Weaver

Head Teacher
Please complete and return to the School Office.

I would like to attend the Maths Workshop Evening on Tuesday 6th March.  I understand that places are limited to 30, to be allocated on a first come, first served basis and that I will be informed if I have been allocated a space.
Parent name …………………………….. Signed ………………………………

For our information –

Child/ren name/s ……………………….. Class/es …………………………………………………
Diary Dates

Wednesday 25th January
Indoor Athletics for Yr 5 (details to follow)

Monday 30th January
School Closure - Dorking Schools In-service Training Day

Monday 13th - Friday 17th February
 
Half-term

Thursday 23rd February
 Gymnastics at the Ashcombe for Year 3
Wednesday 29th February
Yehudi Menuhin School Visit for Yr 2 children

Tuesday 6th March 

Maths Workshop Evening; 7.30pm, Squirrels Classroom (Westcott)

Tuesday 13th March

SATS meeting for Year 2 parents.  Abinger Site at 2.30pm
Thursday 15th March
SATS meeting for Year 2 parents.  Westcott Site at 9.15am 

Saturday 17th March
Leith Hill Music Festival, Dorking Halls – time to be confirmed

Friday 23rd March
F@SH Fashion Show in the Hall, Westcott Site (details to follow)

Monday 26th March

Parent Interviews for all Classes on the Westcott site from 3.40pm
Parent Interviews for Robins Class at 3.10pm; Owls, Kingfishers, 

Classes starting at 5.30pm

Tuesday 27th March
Parent Interviews for Owls and Kingfishers Classes starting at 3.10pm


Squirrels, Badgers, Bumblebee and Butterfly Classes starting at 5.00pm

Wednesday 28th March
Easter Service at St James’, Abinger Common 2.15pm


Dorking Schools’ Music Festival at the Dorking Halls for Yr 4 (separate letter sent to parents concerned)

Thursday 29th March 
Easter Service at Holy Trinity, Westcott at 9.30am

Friday 30th March
Achievement Assembly at 9.00am at Abinger Common

Easter fun from 10.00 am on both sites

Achievement Assembly at 1.00pm at Westcott 

School finishes for the Easter Holiday at 1.30pm at Westcott
School finishes for the Easter Holidays at 1.00pm at Abinger

Monday 16th April

School closed for In-service Training

Tuesday 17th April 

School resumes for Summer Term

Monday 7th May 
 
School Closed for Spring Bank Holiday
